“Very truly | tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate,
but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. The one who enters by the
gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the
sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When
he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him
because they know his voice. But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run
away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice. Jesus used this fig-
ure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them. There-
fore Jesus said again, Very truly I tell you, | am the gate for the sheep. All who have
come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. | am
the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and
find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; | have come that they
may have life, and have it to the full. | am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays
down his life for the sheep.” John 10:1-11

The world’s of a wonderful life is than Jesus'.
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“You have searched me, LORD, and you know me. You know when | sit and when |
rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. You discern my going out and my lying down;
you are familiar with all my ways. Before a word is on my tongue you, LORD, know it
completely. You hem me in behind and before, and you lay your hand upon me. Such
knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain.” Psalms 139: 1-5

of a full life is often than Jesus'.

Jesus - peace. Jesus - peace.
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“I consider them garbage, that | may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith
in Christ - the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. | want to
know Christ - yes, to know the power of his resurrection...” Phil 3:8-10

“I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of
sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow,
attaining to the resurrection from the dead.” Phil 3:10-11

Asking for and receiving a full life from Jesus means we what He
and we where He

The providence of God is — the almighty and ever present power of God by
which he upholds, as with his hand, heaven and earth and all creatures, and so
rules them that leaf and blade, rain and drought, fruitful and lean years, food
and drink, health and sickness, prosperity and poverty- all things, in fact, come
to us not by chance but by his fatherly hand.

Knowing this - we can be patient when things go against us, thankful when
things go well, and for the future we can have good confidence in our faithful
God and Father that nothing in creation will separate us from his love. For all
creatures are so completely in God’s hand that without his will they can neither
move nor be moved.

We are being led by a with a
for us.




